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Writing observations involve looking at mentor text with students to help them discover how published authors have done something that makes their writing effective and memorable. 
To get ready for writing observation mini-lessons, choose interesting, well-crafted portions or sentences from texts that you have read aloud together as a class. Have a specific writing quality in mind when you choose the text, keeping in mind that the students may see additional qualities that resonate with them. 
Start the lesson with the phrase, "What do you observe about this text?" The conversation that follows is dictated by the students; they are the ones who should tell what they observe. The teacher’s job is to record the class's thinking on the chart, and to clarify any points that come up.
These writing observations work on many levels. Sometimes, they help students to "discover" something new about being an author - they will be getting a first exposure to a new concept or technique. Other times, the observations help review something already learned. In essence, each lesson is differentiated just because all learners in the classroom have a different knowledge base.
As time goes by, and you do many writing observations with the students, it will be amazing to see the level of sophistication the students develop.   Putting a routine like writing observation into your teaching of literacy and writing will provide students with authentic and meaningful ways to learn about effective writing. 
Eventually, let the students be the ones who locate the mentor texts and take the lead on the “Writing Observations” lessons.  Provide the following “I’m a Writing Thief” slips (copy on brightly colored paper) for them to fill out when they find a mentor text they would like to share with the class.  Just have a spot in the classroom where they can “deposit” their slip for a chance to share their mentor text with their classmates.  Meet with students to plan a date for them to bring their writing observation to the class.  









I’m a Writing “Thief”
Name:  __________________________    Mentor text: __________________________
Why I chose this text: __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
The writing quality this mentor text demonstrates:  (my writing observation) ______________________________________________________________________
The part I want to share:  (write the section out or attach a copy) ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Date to share with the class:  (to be completed in consultation with the teacher) __________
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