[bookmark: _GoBack]Using Cartoons to Teach Inferencing: 
Things to try: 
1. Give the students cartoons or comic strips and get them to talk about what they can infer from them.  Give them the “Figuring Out the Inference Equation” graphic organizer (see attached) to record their thoughts.  
2. Give the students cartoon or comic strips with the captions, dialogue, or any other writing whited-out.  Have them write what the characters might have said or what the caption might have been, based on the pictures.  Next, have them talk or write about why they choose those things. See Inferencing from Single Frame Comics.  
3. With a three (or four) frame comic strip, give the students the middle frame(s).  Then have them talk/write about what the middle picture.  Next, look at and discuss/write about what could happen before and then what will happen after.  See Inferencing from Cartoons. 
4. Assessment opportunity:  Have the students develop a single cartoon or comic strip to demonstrate their understanding of inferences.  
5. Assessment Rubric - see attached 

Sample: [image: snowman.gif]

Example of an explanation of the inference:  
I can infer that the snowman did not want to go to Florida. Snowman usually melt when it is warm outside and Florida is usually very hot and it never snows there. Since snowmen need a cold place to live and the snowman is saying "I need to find a new travel agent" I think his travel agent may have sent him there by mistake.
Option:  
You could white-out what the sign says and what the snowman is saying and have the students complete with their thoughts.  




Figuring Out the Inference Equation


READ/SEE/HEAR   +   KNOW   =   INFER
    (Background 
    Knowledge)

What I Read/Saw/Heard
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
What I Know (My Background Knowledge) 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
What I Infer
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Name ______________________________
Inferring Assessment Rubric
	
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	Inferring 
	Attempts to make predictions or draw conclusions, without using the text or by  using the text inappropriately to defend the statement  
	Draws conclusions or makes predictions that are somewhat consistent with the text or  schema  
	Draws conclusions and/or makes predictions and can explain the source of the  conclusion or prediction  
	Develops predictions, interpretations, and/or conclusions about the text that  include connections between the text and the reader's background knowledge or  ideas and beliefs  
	Recognizes subtle clues in the text and consistently makes valid inferences, predictions, interpretations, and/or conclusions about the text, including making strong meaningful connections.
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