Inferencing from Single Frame Comics
Find single frame comic strips that lend themselves to making inferences.
In this activity the students will learn to infer what is happening in the cartoon and write a rewrite the caption to help the reader “get” the inference or joke. 
Activities
1. Introduce the students to the activity. 
2. Give the students the required materials (the cartoon – have the captions covered so that the students can’t see them, attached worksheet).
3. Ask the students to describe the picture in the cartoon in terms of the people and the situation. 
4. Have the students complete the worksheet by making inferences. 
5. Ask students to write an explanation of why the picture makes sense and what caused them to make the inferences they did.
6. Depending on the age of the students, have them complete the section on page two of the handout about writing a story paragraph describing the picture.  That paragraph should be written in such a way as to help others infer what is happening in the picture.  
7. Included are a few cartoons that you may want to use.  The newspaper, the internet, and perhaps even your own collection would be a great place to start as well.  Check out The Far Side – lots of good choices there! 
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Cartoon Inference Worksheet
What do you see in the cartoon? 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
What is happening in the cartoon? 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Write the caption for the cartoon:  
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Why did you choose that caption? 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
What do you infer from the cartoon? 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Why did you infer that?
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
What would you name this cartoon? 
______________________________________________________ 
Write a story paragraph describing the cartoon. Your paragraph should help others infer what is happening in the picture. 
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______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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"Honestly, George, | don't know why you
feel so guilty ... This is what we're raised for."
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