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Project Based Learning vs. Problem Based Learning

Both PBLs:

* Focus on an open-ended question or task

* Provide authentic applications of content and skills
* Build 21+ century success skills

* Emphasize student independence and inquiry

* Are longer and more multifaceted than traditional

lessons or assignments

Project Based Learning

Problem Based Learning

Often multi-subject

More often single-subject, but
can be multi-subject

May be lengthy (weeks or
months)

Tend to be shorter, but can be
lengthy

Follows general, variously-
named steps

Classically follows specific,
traditionally prescribed steps

Includes the creation of a
product or performance

The “product” may be tangible
OR a proposed solution,
expressed in writing or in a
presentation

May use scenarios but often
involves real-world, fully
authentic tasks and settings

Often uses case studies or
fictitious scenarios as “ill-
structured problems’





