Independent Study/Projects
An independent study project is an in-depth study in which students explore as an investigator, a researcher and a discoverer of knowledge.  The projects are varied according to the students’ levels of readiness, interest or learning profiles.
This strategy allows students to select a topic, define problems or questions, gather & analyze information, apply skills, and create a product to show what has been learned.
The purpose is for developing interest, self-direction, lifelong learning skills, as well as encouraging in-depth understanding. 
Student-teacher interaction occurs during the planning stages and during the independent study process by giving direction, problem solving assistance, encouragement, etc.
Types of projects: 
· Structured Projects- expectations and guidelines are structured and shared.  Example: Egg Drop or catapult may be assigned to the whole group but responded to individually or in small groups.
· Topic Related Projects- Students choose a project of interest and produce a product that shows what has been learned or significant to the learner.
· Example: Political figure, WWII 
· Open Ended Projects- These projects have minimal guidelines, few criteria and ill structured enough to encourage risk taking and creativity.  These may even be a challenge posed to the student.
· Example:  A class looked at developing innovative products useful to the elderly.
How it works:

1. select/limit a topic
2. brainstorm questions to explore
3. formulate key questions/issues to find answers to
4. locate/use multiple resources
5. create a product
6. share findings with class
7. evaluate process,/product,/time management
8. explore extension possibilities for new learning



Independent Study Contract 
The following terms are agreed to by teacher and student. 
· The student may learn the key concepts or the information described on the study guide independent1y. 
· The student must demonstrate competency with any assessment activity in order to continue this same arrangement for the rest of this unit. 
· The student must participate in selected group activities when one day's notice is given by the teacher. 
· The student agrees to complete an independent project by ___________ to share with the class. 								    (date)
									
A description of the project follows: 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
The student agrees to work on the selected project according to the following guidelines while the remainder of the class is involved with the teacher. 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Teacher's signature:  _____________________________________________________________
Student's signature:  _____________________________________________________________





Student Daily Log 
	


I completed: 
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________

Evaluation of my day: 
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________



	
Date:  _______________________________

Name:  ______________________________


I must do: 
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________

I need: 
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________






INDEPENDENT STUDY EVALUATION FORM

Project Title: ___________________________________________________________________
Name: ___________________________	Date: _____________________________________
1. What do you like best about your project? Why?
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
2. What were the most difficult steps? How did you overcome these difficulties? 
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
3. Name some new skills you learned while working on this project. 
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
4. In what ways was your plan of action reasonable? In what ways might you have improved your plan? 
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
5. Who else was interested in your project? With whom did you share your results? How did you do this? 
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
6. Do you have unanswered questions about the topic? Do you have ideas for new projects? ________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
7. Overall, how successful was your study? Write additional comments or questions on the back of this page. 
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
PRIMARY SELF-EVALUATION 

This open-ended form can be used in the primary grades for all types of activity.  The student and/or teacher reads each item.  The pupil draws the rating face.  

PRIMARY SELF-EVALUATION 

Name:  __________________________	Grade:  _________	Date:  _________________

How successful was I in: 					  		  		 
	Identifying a topic of interest to me? 		_______	_______        _______
	Planning my study? 					_______	_______        _______
	Locating and utilizing a variety of resources? 	_______	_______        _______
	Organizing my information? 			_______	_______        _______
	Using what I learned? 				_______	_______        _______
	Sharing my experiences? 				_______	_______        _______

What did I do in this experience that I've never done before? 
______________________________________________________________________________

What do I feel particularly good about? 
______________________________________________________________________________

What would I change if I could? 
______________________________________________________________________________

Did I learn anything that will help me in the future? 
______________________________________________________________________________

Other ideas I have: 
______________________________________________________________________________




I Can Learn on My Own 
I have some questions about: 
	______	Something we have studied in class 
	______	Something I have read or heard about at home 
	______	Other 

The topic I have questions about is: 


Questions I have are: 


To find out about these questions I will: 


I plan to find answers by _________________________________________________________________
							(Date)


The way I'm going to share my information is: 
	
		____________________________________________________________
					(Presentation Method)

Student signature:  _________________________________________

Teacher signature:  _________________________________________



Independent Study Synopsis 

1. Students completing this project:  __________________________________________________

2. Topic:  _________________________________________________________________________

3. What do you hope to accomplish by doing this project? 

4. Who will your audience be? 

5. What suggestions do you have for evaluating the success of your work? 

6. When is the latest calendar date that your project will be in?  __________________

7. How do you plan to document the amount of time you spend working on your project and the stages you went through as you worked toward completion of it? 

8. What resources, materials, or help will you need other than your own ability and effort? 

9. How will your work be shared with our class?  
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