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Have students use the question stems in the Q-matrix to develop their own questions.  The simplest form of question is in the upper left, such as “Who is the main character?”  The more complex the question, the further it moves down and the further it moves right so that the most complex questions are in the bottom right-hand corner.  For instance, “How might Jesse have felt when Leslie gave him the paint set?” (Bridge to Terabithia) or “Why will the society return to books?” (The Last Book in the Universe).

Once students are comfortable developing various levels of questions, have them first develop a question using the matrix and then revise the question using a verb from Bloom’s taxonomy (e.g., explain, compare, analyze, evaluate).  This step-by-step approach will provide the scaffolding that some students need in order to internalize the meaning of “test-taking” vocabulary, such as the Bloom’s verbs used in standardized test questions. 
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