
Numbered Heads Together

This strategy is appropriate for multiple content area and grade levels.  It’s a great way to review since each group member is accountable for the learning.
· Out students in groups of four.
· Each student counts off in each group so that every group has a 1, 2, 3, 4.
· Pose a question of raise an issue for discussion. Each group puts their heads together (not literally) and talk about the question or issue posed.  They need to come to an agreement.  Specific directions for this step are needed. Ex: “Put your heads together and make sure everybody in your group knows the main theme of the novel or all the ways to make the number 65 and can give evidence to support the answer. 
· Give groups time to work together to formulate their responses and to make sure each group member will be able to respond successfully if called upon.
· When you call a number, then within each group, the student with that number should stand.
· Use a spinner or other means to pick a number; call out that number.  Let’s say it’s a 4, the number 4 student from every group stands. Then call on any or all to respond.
Everyone is accountable because they do not know when their number will be called and everyone should be successful because of the group’s discussion.
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