
     



Summary
After reading several books from the My Weird School Series by Dan Gutman, my classroom decided that it would be fun to create our own weird school story.  We had decided from the beginning that the main character of our story would be our colony supervisor, Mrs. Barclay.  Since all titles in the Weird School Series rhyme, we thought it was only appropriate to also have a title that rhymed and so the class created Mrs. Barclay is Sparkly.
This project was a collaborative effort.  We knew that we wanted each grade to have their own chapter in the story.  Each group of students was responsible for brainstorming ideas for their chapter.  I then helped them develop their ideas into a chapter.  Each grade was also responsible for providing the illustrations for their chapters. 
I have included pictures of us creating the book as well as the cover, table of contents and one chapter from our finished product!  I have also included my lesson plan and assessment rubric.
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	Teacher 
   Teana Hayes
	Subject
ELA - Writing
	Grade
1-4
	Unit /Theme

Compose and Create
	Topic
Collaborative Story Writing
	Date
Jan-May 2014
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	Big Ideas/Key Questions
Collaborative Story Writing
What is collaboration?
What are the steps to the writing process?

	Outcome(s)
CC2.4 Write stories, poems, friendly letters, reports, and observations using appropriate and relevant details in clear and complete sentences and paragraphs of at least six sentences. 
CC3.4 Write to communicate ideas, information, and experiences pertaining to a topic by creating easy-to-follow writing (including a short report, a procedure, a letter, a story, a short script, and a poem) with a clear purpose, correct paragraph structure, and interesting detail.


	Student Friendly Outcome(s)
I can collaboratively write a story with my classmates using the writing process.

	Indicator(s)

-Employ a writing process (e.g., planning, drafting, and “fixing up”).
-Write stories, poems, songs, friendly letters, reports, and observations using techniques observed in reading texts
-Create characters and events from outside students’ personal environment.
-Write descriptions that use concrete sensory details.
-Begin to use excitement, humour, suspense, and other creative devices.


	Student Friendly Indicator(s)

Students will collaboratively write a story following the writing process.

Students will create characters and write descriptions using sensory details.

Students will begin to use excitement and humor in their story.

	Assessment Strategy 
· Pre-Assessment
· Formative Assessment
X Summative Assessment
	- Students will complete a self-assessment when the story is complete.

	Motivational Set
· We have read numerous novels from the “My Weird School Series”.  Explain to students that we will be now writing our own story based on the “My Weird School Series”.  

	Instructional Strategies/Activities   (Before/During/After)

Before – Write the word collaboration on the board. Have discussion on what collaboration means.  Tell students that we will be working the writing process to collaboratively create our own “My Weird School” story.  
During - Brainstorm the title and main character of our book.  Once decided on, complete a graphic organizer describing the character’s traits.  Discussion around each grade being responsible for determining the title of their chapter and the events that will take place in their chapter.  The students will do this process using chart paper and sticky notes to organize their ideas.  Once ideas are generated Mrs. Hayes will assist with putting ideas together on paper.  While Mrs. Hayes works with one group the EA will assist other groups with their brainstorming.  The students will also be responsible for drawing illustrations for their chapters.  
After – once rough draft of story is completed, go through with students and read book aloud.  Make any necessary changes. Book will then be published into a hard copy version for the classroom. 
Students will complete self-assessment rubric.  Mrs. Hayes will also complete for each student. 


	Differentiated Strategies
· Choice to brainstorm ideas individually or in a group.  
· Choice to orally express ideas or write them on sticky notes.
· Choice of drawing ideas rather than writing them. 


	Materials/Resources

Graphic Organizers        
Chart Paper and markers
My Weird School novels
Self-Assessment Rubric


	

	



Reflection
Super excited about this project. It turned out better than expected.  I was having a difficult time getting the students to generate ideas in the first chapter but after going through the process together in the first chapter, they seemed to catch on and became very excited about the rest of the chapters.  So great to see the entire class of grades 1-4’s come together to produce such a wonderful product!
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WRITTEN & ILLUSTRATED BY:
EATONIA COLONY SCHOOL, GRADES ONE TO FOUR
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Why was School Invent

.Gr: 1's Learn to Make B

.Grade 2's Learn to Tie their Shoes
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“The soor swung open and n cam fhe hesd cook, A
“#hat happenad 1o my kichen? i a disastor! The ladies
and il have 1 spond a wook daning this mess upl”

She pointed atMrs. Barclay and said,You! You are supposed

o be atoacher! Gel out Get oul rou!

s, Barclay was so ashamed, Buf, but..'m sory. | must
have read the recipe wrong.”

Allthe Kids were aughing because Wrs. Barcly said the
ord "but, which sounds a ot e ‘butt, except wih ane less.

Mirs. Barciay hung her hoad as she starled walkng back
towards the school. The rest of the Grade Ones followed,
Inclucing Kendra who was stil sobbing over the huni of dough
iner eye

Once they anved back al the schoo, Mrs. Barclay
aanounced, “Okay Grade Twos, s now im for your

somelhing special. We are going o head outside for some Fizz E
Before we go | must pul on my running shoes!”

Wirs. Barclay reached inside her bag and puled out @ brand ne
yellow pair of shiny Skelchers. She pul them on and they
headed outsde.

Once outsido, s, Barclay 10k
the students tha they were going to
be playing a it basebal.

The e miss know f al
brown-noser nstantly started
waving her hand In he air

“Wrs. Barclay, Mrs.

Barclay,can | be on
your team? We couid play
againstthe boys.”

Wirs. Barclay thought \
for a moment and said, “Sure,
that sounds ke a fun idea!” '

The boys lined up to
batfist s, Barclay <
went o throw the st
pich 1o Robertbut he
was couched down
e it
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Robet, what are you doing?” When he tumed around his

faco was al diy and black.

obert, are you ealing dit?" asked Wrs, Barclay. Robert

Just nodded. Boy,that Kid il eat anythng - even stuff that sn't
food! Finally Robort stood
up o bal.His. Barclay
was just about o throw the

. ballwhen sh noticed thet

| none of the boys ha their

Shoes fled

“Boys, you mus te your
shoes or you wilrp and
fal” sald Mrs. Barciay.

“But, wo don' know how,
they repled.

‘She toidthem all fo
gather around the pitcher's
maund so thatshe could
give them a itefesson on
Howtote theleshoes.

“Okay boys and gis.
sten ciosely 0 a thyme
1 4m going 1o toach you
aboutlearing to tie
your shoes.

Over, under

P,

Make a bov,

Pulit through

To do iright”

The boys practced as they said the chyme over and
over. Before you knew i, they all had their shoes tied
s, Barciay was 0 proud of hem,

Mrs. Barclay fumed fo run back to the ptcher's
mound and PLOP, she fell fat o her face! Poor s,
Barciay! She lited her head up and her face was full
of dit.

“Oh my, what happened?”

Danae repled and sald, “Mrs. Barclay, your shoes.
were unfled and you tipped and fel” Mirs. Barciay ried
10 get up, butrealized there was something wrong with
her foot.

“Ow, o, Ithink my foot s sprained” cried
s, Barclay.

Terry and Robert fan o get a wagon so they could
10a0 HMrs. Barclay o it They loaded her up and and
took her back to the school.

irs. Barclay exclaimed, "0, oh! This reminds me of
atime when we were in Thalland. They loaded M.
Barclay an | onto elephants and they gave us a rde.
rough the jungle, Woukin' you know that same
elephant tred grabbing my fce cream out of my hand!
Ha, ha, hal", s, Barclay laughed o herself.

Aftr explaining o Mrs. Hayes what had happened to
s, Barclay, she nsisted on taking hirs. Barclay fo he.
hospital Mrs. Barclay was not gong to et tis e
Incident uin her tfp to the colony 5o she said that she
was staying and that her foot would be fine. The Grade
Two's spent the rest of the day teaching M, Barclay
how o properly te her shoes!
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Name:

‘Working with Others

On Task

Teacher Comments/Seo

Collaborative Story Writing

Inever listen to,
share with or
support group
members. Iam
agood
member.

constant
reminders from
my teacher.

T never provide

ideas, I refuse
0 participate
and Lam not
caoperati

Tnever put any
effort into my
drawings or
work,

support group
members. [am
often distracted,

Tam rarely on
task. I need
frequent
reminders from
my teacher.

rarely provide
ideas. 1 may
refuse to
paricipate, Tam
seldom
cooperative.

1 put e effort
into my drawings
or vork,

3

1 sometimes
listen 1o, share
with, and
support group
‘members. 1 do
not cause
prablems in the.
group.

Tam sometimes
ontask, |
Someimes need
reminders from
my teacher.
provide ideas. 1
am sometimes
cooperative,

1 put some effort

better

4

Loften lsten to,
share with, and

Tam often on task,
L rarely need
ceminders fror

my teacher.

Tam often
cooperaiv
provide us

My wrk shows a
ot ofeffort,
pusha

Date:

s

Lalwayslisten o, share
with, and support group
members. [ do my best to
keep people working
together. [ am a leader,

Tam always on task. 1
never need reminders and |
help keep my group
members on task.

Lam always willing to offer
ideas. Iam a strong leader
who contributes alot of
effort,

Lalways put my best effort
forth, My drawings are my
very best work.
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