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Fix-Up Strategies 

Questions to Ask When I Don’t 
Understand What I Read 

 
When it doesn’t sound right, ask yourself: 
 Do I need to sound out the words? 

 

 Do other words in the text give me 
clues to an unknown word? 

 

 Does this sound like language? 
 

 Do I need to slow down and reread? 
 

 What is the author trying to tell me? 
 

 What is happening here? 
 

 What do I already know that is like 
what the author is saying? 

 

 What do I know about this kind of 
text? 

 

 What is my purpose for reading? 
 

 What is important for me to 
understand? 
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