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CC 8.4

	Grade 8 Outcomes/Indicators 
	4
Exemplary
	3
Meeting
	2
Approaching
	1
Beginning
	Insufficient Evidence
The student had not yet demonstrated enough evidence for reporting purpose.

	
CC 8.4

Uses cues to construct
and communicate 
meaning with clarity, correctness,
and variety (pragmatic,
textual, syntactical, semantic
/lexical/
morphological,
graphophonic,  and
other cues). 
	Pragmatic
Insightful use of language for audience and purpose.

Expertly shows and explains the purpose of the text (informing, narrating, describing, or persuading). 


Textual
Purposeful organizational patterns with strong coherence.

Syntactical
Insightfully varies sentences and phrases for special effect. 
 
Relevantly demonstrates a large vocabulary.


Semantical/ Lexical/ Morphological/ 
Graphophonic/ Other
Skillfully arranges and balances words, fonts, and visuals to send a coherent clear message. 


Spelling is consistently correct.
 
	Pragmatic
Thoughtful use of language for audience and purpose.
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Logically shows and explains the purpose of the text (informing, narrating, describing, or persuading). 

Textual
Effective organizational patterns with coherence.


Syntactical
Successfully varies sentences and phrases for effect. 

Confidently demonstrates grade-level vocabulary.


Semantical/ Lexical/ Morphological/ Graphophonic/ Other
Clearly arranges and balances words, fonts, and visuals to send a clear message. 


Spelling is straightforward and correct.


	Pragmatic
Under developed use of language for audience and purpose.

Generally shows and explains the purpose of the text (informing, narrating, describing, or persuading). 

Textual
Predictable organizational patterns with some coherence.

Syntactical
Basically varies sentences and phrases for effect. 

Rarely demonstrates average vocabulary.


Semantical/ Lexical/ Morphological/
Graphophonic/ Other
Predictably arranges and balances words, fonts, and visuals to send a clear message. 


Spelling is usually correct.

	Pragmatic
An ineffective use of language for audience and purpose.

Inadequately shows or explains the purpose of the text (informing, narrating, describing, or persuading). 

Textual
Partially correct organizational patterns with little coherence.

Syntactical
Inconsistently varies sentences and phrases for little effect. 

Demonstrates a lower than grade-level vocabulary.

Semantical/ Lexical/ Morphological/ 
Graphophonic/ Other
Insufficiently arranges and balances words, fonts, and visuals to send a message. 


Spelling is inconsistent.

	Pragmatic
Incorrect use of language for audience and purpose.

Does not show and explain the purpose of the text (informing, narrating, describing, or persuading). 


Textual
Unacceptable organizational patterns with any coherence.

Syntactical
Does not vary sentences and phrases. 

Does not demonstrate basic vocabulary.



Semantical/ Lexical /Morphological/ 
Graphophonic/ Other
Unable, even with support, to arrange and balance words, font, and visuals to send a message. 

Many problems and errors in spelling.
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