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Dialogue Helps to Create Characters

When you write a story, one way that you can make your characters seem
real is through dialogue. Your characters’ conversations tell your readers a
lot about what the characters are like.

Here are some guidelines to help you write dialogue:

= Think about each character’s personality, age, and background.
o What would your character say in a particular situation?
o What words and expressions would your character use?
= Think about how people speak in real life. “Um” and “like” are part of
everyday speech, so include them in dialogue—if they suit the
character.
= Think about the character's mood.
Choose interesting verbs and adverbs to convey this mood. For
example, instead of writing “she said” or “he said,” write “she
grumbles” or “he demanded loudly.”

Read the following conversation to see how one author used dialogue to
make characters seem real.
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“Ouch, John, you're stepping on my
foott” Max wailed.

“Un.sorry about thatt” jobn replied.
casually. “Wey, check ot these new CDs.”





image3.png
A ELA 6 Unit 4| Lesson 12

iDLC

W suwestDLC ca

Rules for Writing Dialogue
Capitals

= The first of the speaker’s words begins with a capital.

Punctuation
= Quotation marks go around the exact words of a speaker, no matter
where the quote is in the sentence.
= Punctuation marks at the end of a speaker’s words come before the
second set of quotation marks.
= |f the speaker’s words come at the beginning of the sentence, they
end with a comma except when:
o They are in a question or an exclamation. Then they end with a
question mark or an exclamation point.
o They are interrupted. Then they end with a dash.
o The speaker didn't finish what he/she was saying.

Watch the video entitled Writing Dialogue.





