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Imagine you are a piece of technology.  Maybe you are a brand-new iPhone that is set to make its debut in store next week.  Maybe you are an old Atari video game system that is getting dusty in the back of your owner’s closet.  Maybe you are a Google Glass that thought it was going to be the next big thing but ended up being a flop amongst users.

Technology is always changing because demand in the real world is always changing.  Think about it: would you be satisfied with the technology your parents had when they were young?  What about your grandparents?  Do you think your children will have different technologies that you have now a days? 

For this assignment you are going to research a piece of technology from the list below.  There are various technologies from various times throughout history.  You are not limited to the following list; you can choose a piece of technology that is not from this list but be sure that you get your teacher’s approval first.
	· iPhone
· iPad
· Smart Watch
· Blackberry
· Smart Board
· Desktop Computer
· Laptop
· Flip phone
· Typewriter
· VHS Player
· DVD Player
· Siri
· GPS
· MP3 Player
	· Video game console (various types)
· Automobiles
· TV
· Home Phone
· Farming equipment
· Airplanes
· Record player
· Cassette Player
· 8-Track Player
· CD Player
· Spacecraft
· Beeper/pager
· Payphone
	· Solar panels
· Elevators
· Escalators
· Washing machine/Dryer
· Dishwasher
· Microwave
· Toaster
· Coffee maker
· Kettle
· Sewing machine
· Netflix
· Microphones
· Virtual Reality


*Remember: you are not limited to this list.  You may choose an alternative technology, or something more specific related to the above (ie. A Keurig, rather than a coffee maker)

Go online and research your technology.  You must use the attached research outline this page to do your research.  You will have one class period to do your research and will hand it in at the end of class to indicate your progress.

After completing the research on your technology, you will write a narrative from the point of view of your chosen technology.  You may choose to write your narrative from one of the following points in time:
· The technology when it was first invented (before the height of its popularity)
· The technology at the height of its popularity
· The technology declining in popularity
· The technology after it is obsolete and has been replaced by new technology
Your narrative must:
· Be from a first-person point of view
· Include real facts from your research outline
· Be 500-800 words in length
· Be split into paragraphs that have a similar theme
· Show that you have a deep understanding of the technology of your choosing
You will be graded according to the attached rubric.  You will hand in all rough work, including your completed outline.  Your written rough copy should be peer edited.  Your good copy will be typed, double-spaced in size 12 font.
The final due date of your narrative will be: __________________________________.


Here is an example of a narrative:
Good morning!  It’s me, Keurig!  The morning is my favourite time of day because that is when I am used the most.  It’s 2014 and chances are, I’m sitting on the kitchen counter of most households.  In fact, this year, I was voted one of the 50 Best U.S. Manufacturers of 2014.  At Christmas this year, I was one of the top selling products.  People tend to purchase me on Black Friday sales and I am a hot item on Boxing Day sales too.  Nowadays, people are using me all the time, I mean, I am the best way to make a single cup of coffee, and that’s all a lot of people need these days.  I take much less time than making a whole pot of coffee; all you have to do is choose a pod, pop it in, push down the handle, press a button, and voila!  One cup of coffee, just for you!  Not only do I make coffee, but I can customize your coffee to whatever you want.  Those coffee pods come in so many flavours and strengths: bold, light, vanilla, hazelnut, the possibilities are endless!  You can also get pods in tea, hot chocolate, hot apple cider, and lots of other fancy hot drinks!  In fact, I have over 400 different varieties of coffee and coffee related drinks!  You can even push a button to make your coffee stronger if you want to.  This is only for those that are serious about their coffee.
Remember those old coffee filters that were just so hard to pull apart, and then you had to actually measure the coffee out yourself to the perfect amount?  I mean, come on.  What a process, right?  Now, it’s just one step with me!  Us Keurig machines are the best on the market.  People are always asking me: Why Keurig and not Tassimo?  Sure, there are other single use coffee machines out there, but these guys are my biggest competitor.  They advertise fancy drinks like espressos, lattes, and cappuccinos…only things that a snobby, stuck up person would consider drinking.  If you like the hot beverages that aren’t for pretentious millionaires, then you need me: Keurig.  I’m the one for serious coffee drinkers.
Some people see a problem with the amount of garbage I make.  First of all, people are only drinking, like, one cup of coffee a day, right?  So, how much waste does that really produce.  One little K-cup.  That’s it.  How many of these will realistically end up in the landfill, really?  And if you are really worried about it, all you have to do is pull off the foil top, making sure to get every bit of it off, dispose of the coffee grounds (which, may I add, are biodegradable), clean out the coffee grounds with soap and water, and then recycle the pod.  I mean, I’m mostly make of plastic… all plastic is recyclable, right?  Even the number 7 plastic that’s on my pods.  Just throw it in the bin!  That’s all.  Easy as pie! 
To conclude, what’s not to love about me?  I’m quick, easy, and everybody loves coffee.  Sure, my pods might be a little more expensive than the average cup of drip coffee, but you can’t put a price on convenience.  I’m the best of the best of coffee makers and everybody loves me!
