Flash Mob – 
Collaboration was highlighted in my classroom when students undertook dancing and pop culture in the arts ed curriculum (This is a major focus at grade 5). Together with my intern, we decided to create something unique with the students that hadn’t previously been done in our school, and that the students could have ownership and pride in.

1) We discussed the idea of flashmobs – what they were, where they occur, why they occur, how they relate to pop culture. We utilized You Tube so that students could see these in action and garner ideas for their own which was the end goal.

2) Knowing that the students were going to be collaborating their own flash mob, we set aside class time and after school time to make a set of moves as a large group.

3) Students came up with a set of songs that were popular and they felt would make good themes (a theme being something they could dress up to, make moves from, etc). From this list they voted on their favorite. “What Does a Fox Say” became the song they ultimately chose.

4) Students and teachers went shopping for costumes after Halloween in thrift shops for all of the characters mentioned in the song. Teachers sent home costumes for students to “jazz up” and “individualize.” They had to problem-solve to make their costumes more authentic for their character. The day of performance teachers helped with makeup.

5) Teachers collaborated to call several large public spaces in the city of Saskatoon to ask for permission for the kids to perform their flash mob in order to give students an authentic experience. Students practiced in the school and then performed in the Midtown Plaza and twice in both ends of the Lawson Heights Mall. This was recorded for an artifact. The students also appeared on the Lawson Heights You Tube Feed.
Curriculum Outcomes: See Lesson Plan

Grade: 5

Subject: Arts Education
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	Duration: 3 weeks

	Outcome(s):
CP5.1
Create dance compositions inspired by pop culture (e.g., street dances, current dance trends in music videos).

CP5.2
Express own ideas using pop dance forms and styles, and apply the elements of dance including:

· actions (extend repertoire of actions with flexibility and clarity of movement)

· body (arm and leg gestures that lead toward, away from, and around own bodies)

· dynamics (acceleration and deceleration)

· relationships (alone, partner, small groups)

· space (pathways, directions, levels, shape).

	Assessment Strategy 

· Pre-Assessment

· Formative Assessment

· Summative Assessment
	- Formative: Constructive Feedback throughout the collaborative process as students created moves, chose a song, created costumes, etc.
- Summative: Students were graded via dance rubric from the curriculum. Teachers collaborated to come up with a grade per student. They watched video from performances and consulted with one another about student performance throughout practice sessions in the school, their initiative with individualizing costume, how well they collaborated with peers, etc.

	Motivational Set: Show students a real flash mob. Because students have not seen one before, go in cold with this. Get reactions. Then instruct that they will be doing their own.

	Materials/Resources

· You Tube Videos: “Grand Central Station” by Improv Everywhere, “de Pensicola” by turismopeniscola, “I Believe She’s Amazing” Toronto Eaton Centre…. So Many to Choose from. Look for videos with lots of public reaction. This is ultimately what you are after too with your performance!
· Costumes (create from scratch, buy and make individual, whatever you like)

· Rubric for Creative Process found on Pg. 32 of the Arts Ed Curriculum: (edit as teacher sees fit) https://www.edonline.sk.ca/bbcswebdav/library/curricula/English/Arts_education/Arts_Education_5_2011.pdf
· Rubric for Creative Dance from Regina Public: (edit as teacher sees fit) http://assessment.rbe.sk.ca/node/65

	See Trailer and Video…


